PBLA Observation Checklist: ASSIST
(Adapted from CCLB online course materials used in the PBLA Application Phase for 
Lead Teachers – February 2016 – Cohort 4 and B)
This checklist is meant as a reference to help you stay on track with PBLA expectations. The PBLA Lead Teacher will use this checklist to see what elements you address during your PBLA observation.
TEACHING CRITERIA:

( = clear, explicit evidence   ? = indirect, implicit evidence, or unsure  ( = no evidence, off-track
NA = not addressed in this lesson
	· 
	GENERAL PRINCIPLES


	
	Learner-Centred
· Day-to-day instruction puts the focus on the learner, providing interactive opportunities for the learner to use and practice the language in meaningful ways
· Students are not simply listening to lectures, doing “busy-work”, or completing drills and repetitive exercises

	
	Needs-Based
· Student needs are identified and addressed on an ongoing basis
· Daily instruction and assessments are related back to students’ identified real-world needs 

	
	Real World

· Assessment tasks are a close approximation to what students would do in the real world (outside of a classroom environment)
· Real world purpose of activities and assessments is made explicit to students

	
	Task-Based
· Students spend the majority of their class time performing tasks using the language (DOING vs. KNOWING)

	
	Communicative Competence

· Success is measured based on the ability to communicate or understand a message, rather than correct language usage (MEANING vs. FORM)

	
	CLB-Aligned
· Assessment tasks and instruction are clearly aligned with the appropriate benchmark characteristics (Features of Communication, Profile of Ability, Indicators of Ability, etc.)

	
	Competency-Based
· Activities and assessment tasks address CLB competencies, which clearly address usage of the language for a specific purpose

	
	Feedback
· Meaningful feedback (from teacher, peers, themselves) is provided to learners on an ongoing basis during class activities

	
	Direction
· Activities and instruction is clearly leading toward a Real World Assessment Task

	
	Skill-Building & Skill-Using Activities
· All activities and tasks are related to building or using relevant skills and language needed for the real world
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